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HOUSE BI LL 3113

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Santos and Hasegawa

Read first tine 01/22/08. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to state and |l ocal requirenents for high school
graduation; anmendi ng RCW 28A. 230. 090 and 28A. 655. 0611; and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, on average,
students have nade trenendous progress in neeting the state's acadenic
standards in reading and witing. Approximately eighty-five percent of
the students in the class of 2008 who are on track to graduate have
successfully nmet the state standard on the reading and witing content
areas of the WAashi ngton assessnent of student |earning or an approved
alternative assessnent. On further review, however, the |egislature
finds significant disparities and inequities in achievenent for
subgroups of students. Fewer than thirty percent of Anmerican |ndian
Bl ack, Hi spanic, or lowincone students in the class of 2008 who are on
track to graduate have net the state standard in both reading and
witing. This |evel of achievenent for significant popul ations of the
state's students does not permt a statew de inposition of a graduation
requirement in reading and witing for the class of 2008. 1If, however,
a local school district can denonstrate a de mninus |evel of disparity
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in achievenent anong groups of students, school district boards of
directors should have the local option to adopt a school district
graduati on requi renent expecting students to neet the state standard in
reading and writing. The legislature reaffirns its belief that the
education system and students wll be ready for statew de graduation
requirenents in all subject areas of the Wshington assessnent of
student |earning for the graduating class of 2013.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2006 c 114 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equivalencies for students, except those
equi val enci es established by local high schools or school districts
under RCW 28A. 230. 097.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
I ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) Except as provided in RCW 28A. 655.0611, the certificate of
academ c achievenent requirenents under RCW 28A 655.061 or the
certificate of i ndi vi dual achi evenent requi renments under RCW
28A. 155. 045 are required for graduation froma public high school but
are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the local |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
| egislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board. The
state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirenents for students
enrolled in vocationally intensive and rigorous career and technica
education prograns, particularly those prograns that l|ead to a
certificate or credential that is state or nationally recognized. The
pur pose of the evaluation is to ensure that students enrolled in these
prograns have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of academ c
achi evenent, conplete the programand earn the programis certificate or
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credential, and conplete other state and | ocal graduation requirenents.

((

legistature by Decenber 1, 2007.))

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian |anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal | be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.655.0611 and 2007 ¢ 354 s 4 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008 and through no
|ater than the graduating class of 2012, students may graduate from
hi gh school w thout earning a certificate of academ c achi evenent or a
certificate of individual achievenent if they:

p. 3 HB 3113



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNMNMNMNMNNNNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPEPRPEPRPPEPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N O WDNPE OO oo N O W DN PEe o

(a) Have not successfully net the ((#mwathemattes)) state standard on
t he hi gh school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, an approved
objective alternative assessnent, or an alternate assessnent devel oped
for eligible special education students in one or nore of the content
areas required under RCW 28A 655.061 or 28A.155.045 to earn a
certificate,;

{¢y)) Have net all other state and school district graduation
requirenents; ((and
y)) (c) Continue to take the assessnent in the content area or

areas where they did not neet the state standard at | east once annually
until graduation; and

(d)(i) For the graduating class of 2008, successfully earn one
addi ti onal high school ((mathematies)) credit or career and technica
course equivalent in mathematics for students who have not net the
state standard in mathematics and one additional high school credit or
career and technical course equivalent in English |anguage arts for
students who have not net the state standard in reading or witing,
including courses offered at skill <centers, after the student's
el eventh grade year intended to increase the student's ((rathematies))
proficiency toward neeting or exceeding the ((#wathemattes)) standards
assessed on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning

((and Sis AHUE 2 € Ae—apPPFop at-e—hatRehns 2 e FeA 2 e
once—annually—until —graduation)); and

(i) For the remaining graduating classes under this section,
successfully earn two additional ((watheraties)) credits or career and
techni cal course equivalent in nmathematics for students who have not
net the state standard in mathematics and two additional high schoo
credits or career and technical course equivalent in English |anguage
arts for students who have not net the state standard in reading or
witing, including courses offered at skill <centers, after the
student's tenth grade year intended to increase the student's
( { mathemattes) ) proficiency toward nmeeting or exceeding the
((athematies)) standards assessed on the high school Wshington
assessnent of student | earning ((and—econtindetotake the appropriate
wat hemati cs assessnent at |east once annually until graduation)).
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(2) The state board of education may adopt a rule that ends the
application of this section as it applies to requiring students to neet
the state standard in mathenatics with a graduating class before the
graduating class of 2012, if the state board of education adopts the
rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman school year of the graduating
class to which the provisions of this section no |onger apply. The
state board of education's authority under this section does not alter
the requirenent that any change in perfornmance standards for the tenth
grade assessnment nust conply with RCW 28A. 305. 130.

(3)(a) A school district board of directors nay adopt a |ocal
school district graduation requirenent that students nust neet the
state standard in reading on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of
student learning or an approved objective alternative assessnent if,
based on the district's high school assessnent results for the prior
year, there is less than a five percentage point gap between the
percent of students in the subgroup with the highest percent of
students who net the state standard in reading and the percent of
students in any other subgroup who net the state standard in reading.

(b) A school district board of directors may adopt a | ocal schoo
district graduation requirenent that students nust neet the state
standard in witing on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student

| earning or an approved objective alternative assessnent if, based on
the district's high school assessnment results for the prior vear, there

is less than a five percentage point gap between the percent of
students in the subgroup with the highest percent of students who net
the state standard in witing and the percent of students in any other
subgroup who net the state standard in witing.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection (3), "subgroup of students"

means Wiite, Asian/Pacific |Islander, Anerican |Indian, Hi spanic, Bl ack,
| ow-i ncone, and speci al education students.
(4) This section expires August 31, 2013.

~-- END ---
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